
Community Music Center of Houston
Annual Report for 2016-2017

 
The annual report for the Community Music Center of Houston Fiscal year summarizes the events from the start
of our Fiscal year on September 1, 2016 through the end on August 31, 2017. Our music classes start anew in
September.  Individual private lessons are usually held at St. Mary’s United Methodist Church, 6731 Scott St.,
Houston, TX 77021.  The CMCH board and staff are, as always, grateful to the church for allowing us to hold
lessons there.  Also, our annual Fall (Christmas) and Spring Recitals are held in the sanctuary.  Our administrative
office is still at 2909 Barbee Suite A, Houston, TX 77004.  The staff and board are still working on plans for raising
funds to develop the building that our Board member has acquired for CMCH’s use.  The building is still in need
of repair before it can be used.

Reviewing the start of our fall season, the “Dallas concert” again received rave reviews from the audience and
the client, the African-American Museum in Dallas organization.  The
Scott Joplin  Chamber  Orchestra  performed  beautifully  especially
with the help of some Latin music students from the University of
Houston.    The orchestra performed at the Black Academy of Arts
and Letters, 1319 Canton, Dallas, TX, 75202.  The African-American
Museum in Dallas organization likes our musical offerings, support
our  musical  services,  and have  invited us  again  to  Dallas  for  the
2017-2018 season.  The trips are always great but involve lots of
logistic planning, so thanks to our staff and volunteers.

Our annual Fall (Christmas) Recital was held on Sunday December 18 at 3 pm. This recital particularly highlighted
the progress of the students’ musical growth.  CMCH continues to actively encourage students’ achievements by
highlighting former students’ success stories; ranging from professional jazz & pop performers to a New York’s
Juilliard School of Music’s graduate student success in the professional musical world.

Our “Musical Tribute to Martin Luther King Jr.” was a great success.  The sound of the orchestra was really
enhanced by more orchestra players and we had a terrific  crowd at St.  Mary’s
United Methodist Church on Sunday, January 14, 2017 at 5 pm.  Our City Council
member, Dwight Boykins, attended the concert, took pictures of our community
orchestra and student orchestra members and allowed us to meet with him at his
office a few weeks later.  He was supportive and encouraged us to continue serving
the

community  with  uplifting  musical
offerings.  Also, before the concert,
a  professional  photographer
donated  his  services  and  took
photos  of  the  William  Grant  Still

1



String Quartet. He also took photos of the concert.  This media was and continues to be used to promote the
quartet (and the orchestra).  

The CMCH “Discovered Treasures-Music  of  Black  Composers”  held  on Sunday,  February  28,  2017 was well
received and very well attended.  The St. Luke Episcopal Church (3530 Wheeler Ave, Houston, TX 77004) was
happy to provide the location for our concert; again we performed little known works as well as more pop tunes
that the audience enjoyed.  Marcia Sadberry, a former CMCH student, also conducted the orchestra on several
pieces. 

Our Spring Recital was again held at St. Mary’s United Methodist Church on Sunday
May 28, 2017.  We continued the tradition of holding two recitals per fiscal year for
decades.  Again, we reminded students that they can achieve their goals with practice
and hard work.

Our “2nd Annual Black Music Month Legacy Project” was another great success for the
year.  The 2017 Musical Legacy honored our own great music educator Betty Parker on Saturday, June 10 at the
Community  Artist  Collective.   This  was  a  long  overdue  recognition  of  her
contributions  to  Houston’s  music  community.   The  crowd  was  larger  than
anticipated, with close to 100 people from her friends, family, CMCH supporters and
fans of the Community Artist collective.  Everyone came together and said “Thank
you.”   Additionally, the music was terrific.  CMCH looks forward to next year’s event
as the organization honors another great local musician.  

The 2017 Summer Music Camp was a financial and academic success.  The camp was held, as usual, at St. Mary’s
United Methodist church.  We expanded our offerings to include piano and voice which attracted new students

to our camp and increased our enrollment by about 50%.  We had a very busy and
exciting camp with help from volunteers and parents to transport the students to
two performances.  We performed 5 times: on the opening day, Monday, June 12,
for the 55+ Senior group; Friday, June 16 at the Ensemble where our kids and their
kids  performed  briefly  for  each  other;  Saturday,  June  17  at  the  opening  of
Emancipation Park; Monday, June 19 at Hester House at the invitation of our vocal
teacher Tweed Smith; and on Friday June 23 all students performed on our closing
concert at the church.  The closing concert was the best show.  It featured young
piano  students,  voice  students  and  string  students  performing  in  solo  and

ensemble settings.  Melanie Lawson was the M. C. for the show at Emancipation Park and Channel 13 did cover
the Saturday June 17 event and our students were briefly shown on their news cast.  

To sum up our year, it was eventful and promising that the hard work of organizing, promoting events, and
reintroducing CMCH to venues and organizations that have not seen us in a while are beginning to bear fruit
based on the increased activity for the year and the increased budget.
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COMMUNITY MUSIC CENTER OF HOUSTON BALANCE SHEET

CMCH Balance Sheet as of August 31, 2017                 Amount

Cash, Savings, and Investments                                                  6,684                                                                            
Other assets                                                                                 5,000                                                                            
Total assets                                                                                  11,684     
Total liabilities                                                                            5,530                                  
Net assets or fund balances                                                         6,154
Total liabilities  and fund balances 11,684

CMCH FINANCIALS SEPTEMBER 2016-AUGUST 2017 Amount

REVENUES

Government contributions 3,000
Corporate Contributions 600
Board Contributions 29,000
Individual Contributions 2,830
Fundraising 1,660
Class 8,000
Summer Camp 4,043
Fiscal Sponsorship 3,000
Recital Ads 1,434
Performance Fees 10,165
Admission Fees 1,660
Touring 10,000

Total 75,392

EXPENSES

Musicians - Contracts 50,813
Teachers - Contracts 7,137
Technical Support Contract Personnel 1,162
Administrative Contract Personnel 2,100
Space Rental, Utilities 1,081
Production Costs 2,436
Printing 306
Mailing 140
Marketing 2,559
Supplies 1,619
Transportation 300
Chase Bank Payable 591

Total 70,244
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